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ture to the right side seemed to exist in the lower dorsal
and lumbar regions, and some tenderness over the fourth
and fifth lumbar vertebrae; but no prominence could be
observed either in this or any other part of the spine. She

preferred to lie on the left side.
Altbough Mr. Smith suspected that her ailment was hys-

teria, he thought it safer to commence treatment as if her

symptoms were due to a more material cause. He therefore
gave directions for the legs to be galvanised daily, and
ordered two minims of the liquor strychni&aelig; in two
- drachms of steel wine to be taken three times a day, as well
as a pill containing a third of a grain of extract of aloes,
two grains of compound rhubarb pill, and a sixth of a grain
of nux vomica, to be taken once a day. In about a fortnight
-she sat up in bed, having been promised that as soon as she
could stand she should walk in the garden. She complained
of very little pain either in the abdomen or back ; her
bowels were regular ; and the expression of resignation
which her face had worn was replaced by a bright and
cheerful look. At the same time she seemed to recover
sensation in her legs, and for the first time gave evidence
of feeling the galvanic battery. On the twenty-eighth day
she began to walk about, and was very bright and talkative.
On the thirtieth she walked quite firmly and without any
pain; she complained of no pain in the abdomen, and of
very little in the back. On the thirty-second day she was
running about the garden playing with the other conva-
lescents, and in a few days more was discharged.

ROYAL SOUTH LONDON OPHTHALMIC
HOSPITAL.

CASE OF SYMPATHETIC OPHTHALMIA, THE RESULT OF IN-

JURY ; ENUCLEATION OF THE INJURED EYE, FOLLOWED
BY A MERCURIAL COURSE ; SATISFACTORY RESULT.

(Under the care of Mr. W. SPENCER WATSON.)
A. C aged thirty-six years, received an injury of the

right eye five years before admission in March last. A man
had accidentally thrust his finger into his eye, which had
probably been ruptured, for it had become much smaller
than its fellow, and was absolutely blind. He had also
received an injury in the left eye, eighteen months ago,
from a haddock-bone. This eye had been painful and in-
-flamed ever since the last accident ; and, on admission, the
patient was suffering from severe pain and photophobia,
and the left eye had all the symptoms of cyclitis. The
cornea was uniformly dull, and the ciliary region of the
sclerotic had a peculiar purplish-red discoloration. The
sight was much impaired, but, from the intense intolerance
of light, it was very difficult to test it accurately. He was
able, however, to distinguish letters of No. 20 of Jaeger’s
scale. The right eye was tender when pressed at the upper
and inner side.
The case appeared to be one of traumatic choroido-iritis 

of the left eye, complicated by sympathetic irritation due
to the condition of the right eye. It was therefore decided
to remove the latter, especially as local sedatives, in the
form of atropine and atropised castor oil, with the internal
administration of tonics, had failed to arrest the symptoms.
On March 24th the right eyeball was enucleated. Chloral

hydrate was given in a twenty-grain dose the same night,
but failed to procure sleep. On the following nights one-
grain doses of opium succeeded. The photophobia and
cyclitis remaining, on March 31st calomel-and-opium was
given, and atropine drops used every three hours. This
plan was continued until May 2nd, when, the gums having
become sore, the mercury was entirely discontinued, and
iodide of potassium, in ten-grain doses, given three times a
day. Meanwhile the photophobia had much diminished,
and the sight had improved. On May 23rd the bromide
of potassium, in five-grain doses twice a day, was com-
menced.
The improvement has gone on uninterruptedly till the

present date (June 6th), when he can read type of No. 8
Jaeger (a type rather larger than that of the leading
articles in The Times), the cornea is clear, the pupil
.dilatable, and the discoloration of the sclerotic has quite
disappeared.

Medical Societies.
PATHOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON.

TUESDAY, MAY 2ND, 1871.
MR. GAY, VICE-PRESIDENT, IN THE CHAIR.

DR. MURCHISON gave an account of the post-mortem ap-
pearances observed in a case of Paralysis Agitans. The
patient on whom the observations were made was a male
seventy-one years of age, who had died of typhus after suf-
fering from paralysis agitans for twelve years, the tremor
having of late been constant. Dr. Cayley had made an ex-
amination of the spinal cord, and had detected a great in-
crease in the connective tissue outside the cord, which
passed inwards at certain points. The cerebral canal was
obliterated by a thick mass of rounded cells and granules,
and there appeared to be here and there patches of exuda-
tion-matter. The brain was atrophied, with effusion of
serum-a common occurrence in typhus, however.

Dr. DICKINSON brought before the Society a tabulated de-
scription of the analysed renal calculi belonging to thepatho-
logical museums of London. Some drawings were shown re-
presenting calculi belonging to the College of Surgeons and
to St. George’s Hospital. Dr. Dickinson began by referring
to the practical importance of the subject with regard to the
attempts which had been made to dissolve urinary calculi
by medicines. It was considered that, with regard to vesical
calculi, surgical treatment by cutting or crushing would be
generally preferable to the tedious and uncertain method of
solution. But with regard to renal calculi the case was
different. Lying practically out of surgical reach, our choice
lies between attempting their solution and leaving them
alone. Under these circumstances it is important to be
aware what proportion of renal calculi is assailable by
solvents. The experiments of Dr. Roberts were referred to,
and the conclusion stated that calculi of uric acid, the
urates, and cystine, could be dissolved in urine made alka-
line with citrate of potass. Oxalate of lime was absolutely
insoluble in the body, and phosphatic calculi not only inso-
luble, but likely to receive fresh accretion from the action
of alkalies. These differences made it important to be aware
of the average composition of renal calculi. It had been
stated that three-fourths, or even five-sixths, of renal cal-
culi consisted of uric acid ; but this preponderance did not
appear in the table. The table displayed the composition
of 91 renal calculi. Of thes, 52 were simple, or composed
of one ingredient; 39 compound. Of the compound calculi,
22 were composed of two ingredients, 10 of three, and 7 of
four. The ingredients were distributed as follows:-

Uric acid was the most frequent ingredient of simple calculi,
oxalate of lime of compound. Mixed and triple phosphates
occurred not seldom in the guise of simple stones, though
probably a nucleus of a different material would have been
found in many had the section fallen more happily. The
list comprised no example of the pure phosphate-of-lime
calculus, those which were described as phosphate of lime
being almost certainly mixed phosphates. Carbonate of
lime occurred in one instance ; cystine in two. Of xanthine
there was no example. The compound calculi had almost
invariably a nucleus of oxalate of lime, uric acid, or the
urates. Three-fifths of the compound calculi contained,
generally externally, either one of the phosphates or car-
bonate of lime, and thus had grown in connexion with
alkaline urine, and would probably derive fresh accretion from
alkaline remedies. Of the whole number of stones, simple
and compound together, 91 in number, 31, or about a third,
were wholly composed of uric acid and the urat,es. Adding
the two cystine stones, equally soluble in alkalies, we still
have little more than a third of the whole number eventheoretically assailable by alkaline solvents. Uric acid, far
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from forming three-fourths or five-sixths of the whole, did
not, by itself, form a third, and was totally absent from
more than half the entire number. The stones in the table,
having mostly been removed after death, were probably
more complicated than would be the case with a similar
number of stones examined, were that possible, earlier in
their career. But making all allowances of this kind, it is
probable that theoretically soluble stones are in a decided
minority, while a large proportion of those theoretically 
soluble are, from their size, situation, or other circum-
stances, not practically so. Dr. Dickinson, in conclusion,
acknowledged the assistance of Dr. Green, Dr. Moxon, Dr.
Kelly, Mr. McCarthy, Dr. Cayley, Dr. Gee, Dr. Payne, Dr.
R. J. Lee, and Mr. Carter. Mr. Carter, in particular, had
rendered great service in making an analysis of 7 calculi
not previously examined.

Dr. MURCHISON expressed a doubt as to the fairness of
the basis as a guide to practice, as rare calculi would fre-
quently be alone analysed and kept.

Dr. DICKINSON replied that, with the exception of the
carbonate of lime and two cystine calculi, the objection
would not hold.

Mr. NUNN remarked that the difference between Dr.
Dickinson and Dr. Bence Jones, as regards the proportion
of lithic-acid calcuii, was reconciled by the fact that the
majority of calculi which pass by the urethra are renal and
of lithic acid, while the others will not come away.
Mr. W. ADAMS observed that a specimen of pure phos-

phate-of-lime calculus from a case of mollities ossium was
in the St. Thomas’s Hospital Museum.

Dr. MuRCmsorr wished to know what clinical evidence
there is that these calculi are dissolved in the body.

Dr. DICKINSON said he only gave Dr. Roberts’s belief in
the matter.

Dr. RISDON BENNETT exhibited a specimen of Cancer of
the Lung, taken from the body of a female, aged forty-
two. A tumour of the breast had been removed in St.

Mary’s Hospital in July. There was a disproportionate
amount of dyspncea, which was not accounted for by the
physical signs. The patient died more of syncope than of

asphyxia. The whole connective tissue of the lung was in-
vaded by a morbid growth. It was also found that the
cicatrix of operation in the breast was affected.
Mr. MAUNDER related a similar case in which, during

life, no definite physical signs were observed.
Mr. GAY exhibited a Subclavian Aneurism, the particulars

connected with which have already been detailed at length
in our columns.
Some remarks were made on the pulsation of exposed

arteries, Mr. Maunder and Mr. Thomas Smith stating that
when exposed they did not pulsate.
Mr. HENRY ARNOTT exhibited a specimen of Malignant

Osteoid Tumour of the Fibula. The main interest in the
case lay in its microscopic structure, the naked-eye ap-
pearances, and the history of death, with rapidly developing
tumours in other parts, being those usually associated with
so-called "osteoid cancer." Mr. Arnott thought that this
name could be strictly given only to a tumour resembling
ordinary cancer in most respects, but in which the usual
fibrous alveolar stroma was replaced by a network of bone.
He had, however, examined several specimens of so-called
osteoid cancer for such a structure in vain. Almost all such
cases were really examples of sarcoma, in which the inter-
cellular substance was more or less largely infiltrated with
lime salts, and it therefore seemed more correct to speak of
these tumours as malignant osteoid growths than as cancers,
true cancer structure, anatomically defined, being very
rarely, if ever, present.

BEQUESTS, DONATIONS, &c. - The Rev. Martin
Cramp Tolputt bequeathed &pound;100 to the Middlesex Hospital;
.6100 to the Kent and Canterbury Hospital; &pound;100 to the

Margate Sea-Bathing Infirmary; .850 to the Margate Lying-
in Charity; and &pound;50 to the British Lying-in Hospital.
Miss Brackenbury has given .8150 to the building fund of
the Brighton and Hove Lying-in Institution. The York

County Hospital has received .8230 Is. 7d., under the wills
of Elizabeth and Sarah Curwood. H.R.H. the Princess of
Wales has given 25 guineas to the National Hospital for
Consumption, Ventnor. The Fishmongers’ Company have
given 50 guineas to the Royal Maternity Charity.

Reviews and Notices of Books.
Contributions towards the Materia Medica and Natural History

of China. For the use of Medical Missionaries and
Native Medical Students. By F. P. SMITH, M.B. Lond.,
Medical Missionary in Central China. Shanghai : Ame-
rican Presbyterian Mission Press. London: Trubner
and Co. 1871.

MANY persons are imbued with the idea that everything
Chinese must necessarily partake of the character of the
grotesque or the absurd ; and when we come to treat of
these people or their ways in a matter-of-fact or common-
sense manner, or describe them as resembling ourselves in
the least degree, all their interest in the subject vanishes.
To those who are conversant with China, or who know the
true character of the Chinese from personal experience, it
is hardly necessary to say how erroneous such impressions
are. In shrewdness, quick intelligence, and far more in
industrious habits, no people can surpass the Chinese;
though, owing to complex causes, in all matter per-

taining to scientific knowledge their inferiority must be
at once admitted. Their science appears to have reached
to a certain stage of development at a very remote period,
when it remained stereotyped, as it were, making no fur-
ther progress up to the present time, though assisted, a few
centuries ago, by some able instructors from the west-the
Jesuits,-who imparted to them all that was then known in
Europe in relation to the two sciences which have ever
been the most interesting to mankind-namely, astronomy
and medicine. The excellent appearance of their drugs,
and especially the rich fragrance of some of their vegetable
preparations, have struck many observers, and made them
anxious to discover the localities where they were produced,
and to determine the species of all of their medicinal plants.
This desire to gratify a natural curiosity was enhanced by
the opposition it met in every attempt made to attain it;
but at length, after a series of wars, we are able to pene-
trate the interior of the country with tolerable safety, and
are better informed on Chinese subjects than we were some
few years ago, when the interior of the country was still a
blank to us.
A result of our intercourse is that, besides being better

informed about the country, we are becoming better ac-
quainted with its voluminous literature. This literature,
as might be expected, contains many interesting works on
medical subjects. Of those that we are most acquainted
with, there is an " Encyclop&aelig;dia of Natural and General
Subjects," dating from a very early period; " The Botanical
Thesaurus of the Ming time"; and, lastly, the great standard
work called the " Pun Tsao," or " Herbal," compiled by a
magistrate named Li Shi Chin, of the province of Hupeh,
published in the year 1597. This work has been already
made familiar to us by most of our writers on China, and
has been elaborately reviewed by Remusat. It is a large
work in thirty-eight or more volumes, and took forty years
to compile from thirty-nine previous publications on materia,
medica. It contains a description of nearly 2000 remedies,
which are arranged under 62 classes and 16 orders.
With the aid of such a work, it might be supposed that

there ought to be little difficulty in compiling a volume such
as Mr. Smith has given us ; but it is well known to those
who have already tried it that, with a good knowledge of
the language and with the assistance of a collection of

drugs and native teachers, it is no easy matter to get all
the requisite information to enable one to determine the
species of a plant or ascertain its particular habitat; and
so with other items of this materia medica. We are re-

joiced, therefore, to find that Mr. Smith has taken advan-
tage of his position at Hankow, the great commercial mart


